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Jack Clyde Durgan, 85, passed away 
April 14, 2009, in Manhattan.

He received a bachelor’s degree in 
architecture from Oklahoma State 
University in 1951. Jack was hired 
in 1954 to teach the history of 
architecture, architectural design 
and interior design in the K-State 
College of Engineering. He earned his 
master’s degree in architecture from 
K-State in 1957. When the K-State 
College of Architecture and Design 
was proposed, Jack founded and 
developed over a 20-year period the 
program that became the Department 
of Interior Architecture. He served as 
the department head for 25 years.

Under his guidance and leadership, 
the Department of Interior Architecture 
grew from two students and one 
faculty member to one of the best 
design programs in the country by the 
time he retired in 1988. His students 
knew him as “Uncle Jack,” and he 
received many awards and honors 
including a Fulbright scholarship 
and Outstanding Young Architectural 
Instructor for a 5-state area in 1956. 

He is survived by his wife, Alvareen, 
a daughter, four granddaughters, a 
brother and a sister.

Memorial contributions should specify 
“Contribution for Jack Durgan, 
account P22750,” be payable to 
“Kansas State University Foundation,” 
and mailed to Kansas State 
Foundation, 2323 Anderson Avenue, 
Manhattan KS 66502. 

Ingolf Eugene Thorson, 95, died May 
8, 2009. He was nicknamed “Stubby” 
as a child, a name that remained with 
him all his life. 

Stubby attended North Dakota 
State University and graduated 
with a bachelor of science in civil 
engineering from the University of 
Washington, Seattle.

He traveled and worked for the 
Coast and Geodetic Survey, the 
Naval Shipyard in Bremerton, WA, 
during World War II, and the Kellex 
Corporation in New York City before 
moving to Manhattan in 1948 to begin 
his teaching career at Kansas State. 
He retired as professor emeritus of 
engineering in 1981. Stubby began 
teaching engineering courses in 
the College of Architecture. He was 
especially proud of creating and 
developing K-State’s Construction 
Science Degree Program and seeing it 
to full accreditation. Former students 
often sought out his professional 
wisdom. He always said that he had a 
great job working with young people 
his whole life. 

He received many professional honors 
throughout his career. While teaching, 
Stubby also did the structural work 
on many homes and buildings in the 
Manhattan area.

Survivors include his wife, Barbara, 
four children, 10 grandchildren and 
16 great-grandchildren, as well as a 
sister-in-law, nieces, nephews and 
many wonderful friends.

IN MEMORY
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Kansas State University is committed to nondiscrimination on the basis of race, sex, national origin, disability, religion, age, sexual orientation, or other nonmerit reasons, in admissions, educational programs or 
activities and employment (including employment of disabled veterans and veterans of the Vietnam Era), as required by applicable laws and regulations. Responsibility for coordination of compliance efforts and 
receipt of inquiries concerning Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1984, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, has been delegated to Clyde Howard, Director of Affirmative Action, Kansas State University, 214 Anderson Hall, Manhattan, KS 66506-0124, 785.532.6220. 

Share your thoughts about this newsletter and CAPD. 
Contact Tim de Noble (tdenoble@k-state.edu), Bruce Broce (bruceb@k-state.edu) and/or Diane Potts (potts@k-state.edu).

*Our alumni are invited to share with us news about their firm’s awards, publications, exhibits and projects. Please email information to Diane Potts at potts@k-state.edu

Diane Potts, Assistant to the Dean, Editor BS 1976 potts@k-state.edu, 785.532.1090

Design:  Brian Jones

This newsletter was printed on recycled paper with vegetable ink. When you are finished reading it, please recycle it!

The cities and places listed represent locations in which or about which a student project was done during the 2008-9 academic year or will be done during the 2009-10 academic year.

Cover Art - Blake Belanger and Jason Brody
page 3 courtesy KSU Photographic Services
pages 6, 7, 8 courtesy “MKSfutures” studio participants
page 9 courtesy KSU Photographic Services
page 9 courtesy Architect magazine
page 10 courtesy Diane Potts
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